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Position on Corrections Issues for Election 2015 
  
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
 Countries like the United States and the United Kingdom are addressing their prison 
crises.  In the United States, representatives from all political persuasions have recognized 
that flawed “tough on crime” policies have created significant and costly problems in the 
prison system and fail to promote community safety.  In Canada, much of the impact of such 
policies have fallen to provinces and territories who struggle with overburdened courts, 
high proportions of innocent prisoners awaiting trial and sentencing, and crowded, violent, 
under-resourced correctional facilities.   
 
 Over the past decade, the federal correctional system in Canada faced massive 
infrastructure changes, shifting populations, changing legislative frameworks and 
reductions in resources.  This has resulted in an erosion of our corrections capacity.  The 
National Parole Board is no longer able to discharge its statutory obligations under the 
Criminal Records Act.  In two separate reports, the Auditor General of Canada has criticized 
Correctional Service of Canada’s plans for managing population growth and its ability to 
prepare prisoners for graduated and supported release.  Most prisoners are now released 
late in their sentences without adequate rehabilitative programs and the benefit of parole 
to assist in a safe reintegration back into communities.  
 
  In July 2015, the Human Rights Committee of the United Nations reviewing Canada’s 
compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, called upon 
Canada to reduce prison crowding, limit administrative segregation and to improve access 
to treatment for mentally-ill prisoners.   Many law suits have been filed challenging 
compliance with the laws, including the Charter, and seeking damages for negligence in the 
prison authorities’ treatment of prisoners.   Prisons were not designed to deal with the 
increasing numbers of mentally ill, aged, and infirmed residents.  Too many prisoners are 
dying behind bars.   
 
 
 
  
 

 

PATRON / PRÉSIDENT D’HONNEUR 

His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston C.C., C.M.M., C.O.M., C.D. Governor General of Canada 

Son Excellence le très honorable David Johnston C.C., C.M.M., C.D. Gouverneur général du Canada  



  
 
 
 Canada needs to address the failures in our corrections system that have been the 
subject of criticism from international and domestic human rights bodies, correctional 
investigators, auditor generals, prisoners and the agencies and families across Canada 
supporting the rehabilitation and reintegration of prisoners back into our communities. 
 
 The John Howard Society of Canada is sending the attached list of questions to the 
political parties participating in the 2015 federal election.   Many of our members and 
others would be most interested in knowing where your party stands on measures that 
would make Canadian corrections more just, effective and humane.   We look forward to 
receiving your responses to the attached list of questions. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Catherine Latimer, 
Executive Director, 
The John Howard Society of Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


